
More is online! Go to www.tmlink.org for more news, links, calendar of events and full archive of past editions of Pup Press. And, visit Bullpup Parents or TM on Facebook! 

   
   

Budget Supports Added Staff in 2018-19 
Each year, our school receives a budget allocation that includes 
staff and “non-staff” funds.  We have some control in deciding 
how to spend the non-staff dollars. The process for budget 
development begins a couple months before we receive our 
allocation, as our Building Leadership Team (made up of Staff, 
Parents and Administration) and staff review our values around 
funding priorities.  Next, the Principal brings a couple proposals 

to our Building Leadership Team and this team puts forward a proposal for a staff 
vote.  In addition, our generous PTA supports staffing not covered by the District, 
such as half the cost of our librarian (so that the position is full time), all three days 
a week of our counselor, and two of our part-time literacy tutors. 
We are projected in 2018-19 to have K-5 enrollment of 567 students, roughly split 
between the Scholars program and the AC Scholars program (also known as HCC).  
About 63 students are expected to qualify as English Language Learners. We have 
been allocated staff funds for 24 classroom teachers, one more than now, because of 
state funding for K-3 class-size reductions. 
Our “non-staff” funds actually can be used to add positions. A large part of these 
dollars will help students who need additional academic support, covering a 
reading intervention teacher, two literacy tutors, the Team Read program, and our 
library’s open hours on Tuesday evenings throughout the summer. Also, TM will 
subscribe to MobyMax, an online math intervention program that all students will 
be able to access this summer and next year.  MobyMax assesses students’ math 
skills with the goal of finding and fixing learning gaps. It’s an ideal program for 
students who are struggling in math as well as those making a jump of several 
levels because they entered the AC Scholars program. [See www.mobymax.com.]  
Our school also decided to allocate dollars for: 

• A recess supervisor and PlayWorks training for our staff and students. 
PlayWorks [www.playworks.org] will teach all of us fun, collaborative games 
and help us to organize our playground into different zones for different 
games during recess. The majority of our discipline referrals come from 
the playground, so we think this will benefit all students. 

• One day per week of a family support worker, a position that can help 
students and families in transition by providing  counseling, crisis 
support, housing resources, etc.  This support is increasingly important as 
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EVENT CALENDAR 
 
 
 

 
 

March 26-30: Most Spring Enrichment classes start. 
 

 
 

Thurs., March 29: Community Night, 6-8 p.m., 
Cafeteria. View student projects reflecting family 
heritage (classrooms will be open) & other activities 
including ribbon-making for TM’s “Wishtree.” Potluck –
bring family-heritage dish (optional). Volunteers 

needed: http://tinyurl.com/TMcommunity. See flier! 
 

Thurs., March 29: Superintendent Finalists Forum, 
5-8:15 p.m., John Stanford Center. See Page 2. 
 

April 4-6: Grade 5 trip to Camp Orkila. 
 

 
 

Thurs., April 5: Katherine Applegate, 9:30 a.m., 
Cafeteria. Author of “Wishtree” & “Home of the Brave”  
reads from new work. Parents/guardians welcome!  
 

Fri., April 6: Bullpup Dads Movie Night: “Wonder,” 
6-8:30 p.m., Cafeteria. Fun for parents and kids. 

Volunteers sought: mrkaloper@seatteschools.org  .  
 

April 9-13: Spring Break – No school. 
 
 

 

à Online calendar at www.tmlink.org! 
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Bring non-perishable items in cans and boxes. 

Especially needed: canned fruit and vegetables; 
peanut butter and jelly; and pasta sauce 
March 26-29: K & PEACE asked to donate! 

Principal 
Katie May 

Wishes & a Tree are Highlight of this Year’s Community Night – See Flier 

Bus Driver Shortage Worsens 
The District’s Transportation Department 
reports that its bus contractor, First Student,  
has recently lost some 20 drivers, adding to its 
difficulties meeting service standards. The 
District is urging the company to improve. 
Some of the factors in play: 
• Seattle unemployment is low, therefore 

the pool to recruit from is reduced. 
• There is a nationwide shortage of drivers. 
• First Student is offering recruiting bonuses 

and bringing in drivers from out of state. 
Some buses repeatedly have been up to an 
hour late. The District normally notifies  
families through SchoolMessenger, but some 
messages have been delayed. The District is 
attempting to fix this communications issue. 

Join the ‘Big Dance’ to Support our School & Your Donation Will Be Matched 
We need your help to raise much needed PTA funding to 
support key programs at our school. Thanks to a generous 
group of donors, we’ve created a 2-for-1 play. Every  
dollar donated in March (up to $25,000) will be doubled!  
Everyone at Thurgood Marshall can help us earn the match: 
Benchwarmers … get in the game and make your gift! 

Already gave? Go for the rebound – give again!  
      The PTA spends more than $300 per student annually.  
        Give today online at www.tmlink.org, or send a gift through 
       kid mail or the USPS to Thurgood Marshall Annual Fund, 
    2401 S. Irving St., Seattle, WA 98144. Questions about the 
Annual Giving Fund? Contact us at giving@tmlink.org. 
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national origin; age; economic status; sexual orientation, including gender expression or identity; pregnancy; marital status; physical appearance; the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability; honorably discharged veteran or 
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  Bullpup Briefs  

Fill these Urgent Needs by Volunteering … 
Community Night: Short shifts for setup and other tasks on 

March 29! Sign up at http://tinyurl.com/TMcommunity. 

Enrichment Wednesday Afternoon Assistant: You’ll help 

make sure kids are in the right places, and other duties. FREE 

enrollment for your child in a class. Contact 

enrichment@tmlink.org.  

Bullpup Dads: Pick almost any day this spring to help at TM. 

You’ll probably be in several classrooms (including your 

child’s), on the fields during recess, in the Cafeteria, and more. 

It’s kind of a buffet! Sign up at http://bit.ly/TMvolunteers.  

Middle School Math Info for 5th-Grade Parents 
Middle School Math Info Night will be 5:30-6:30 p.m. April 18 

in the Library. Hear from Washington MS Math Department 

Chair Wendy Miller about options and support available for 

6th-grade students. All 5th-grade parents are invited. 

You Could Fill an Open Spot on ’18-19 PTA Board 
Co-President? Communications Chair? Learn about these and 

other roles at www.tmlink.org or by contacting PTA Nominating 

Committee members: Tasha Irvine (tashasirvine@gmail.com) or 

Casey Sommers (caseypilar@gmail.com).  

March 29 Forum with Superintendent Candidates 
The finalists to succeed Superintendent Larry Nyland are to 

be introduced at a public forum next Thursday (March 29), 5-

8:15 p.m., at the John Stanford Center Auditorium (2445 3rd 

Ave. S.). See info on the process: http://bit.ly/SeattleSupeSearchInfo . 

Community Meetings on Upcoming Levies 
The District is seeking input and feedback on two levies that 

will be submitted to Seattle voters in February 2019. Both 

would replace existing levies that are expiring. 

The Operations Levy normally provides some 20 percent of 

the general fund annual budget and supports educational 

programs not fully funded by the state.  

The Building Excellence V (BEX V) Capital Levy includes 

projects to: improve safety and security needs, add space to 

meet growing enrollment, replace or repair school buildings 

and systems, and fund major preventive maintenance.  

At upcoming meetings, District staff will present information, 

collect input and feedback, and answer questions. Interpreters 

are available by request. All sessions are 6:30-8:15 p.m.  

Mon., April 2: Aki Kurose Middle School, 3928 S Graham St.  
Tues., April 3: Madison Middle School, 3429-45th Ave. SW  
Mon., April 23: T.T. Minor (Seattle World School), 1700 E Union St.  
Tues., April 24: Jane Addams Middle School, 11051-34th Ave. NE  
Thurs., April 26: Monroe School (Salmon Bay K-8), 1810 NW 65th St.  

Comments and questions are welcome. 

BEX V Capital Levy: capitallevy2019@seattleschools.org  

Operations Levy: budget@seattleschools.org  

Student Performances, ‘Wishtree’ to 
Highlight Community Night Next Thurs. 
TM’s popular annual “Community Night” Open House is 

back and has a special “Wishtree” activity this year. Come for 

dinner (potluck) and more 6-8 p.m. next Thursday (March 29). 

• View student projects reflecting family heritage and our 

community (primary classrooms open 6-6:45 p.m., 

intermediate classrooms open 7:15-8 p.m.). 

• Add your wish to the school Wishtree, a tree at the school 

that will have ribbons on which students and family 

members have written their hopes and other ideas. 

• Watch student performances in the Cafeteria at 6:45 p.m. 

• Community Potluck: If possible, bring a dish that is 

meaningful to your family. Please label your dish or bring 

a small card to list ingredients – especially if it contains 

common food allergens such as milk, eggs, peanuts, tree 

nuts, soy, wheat, fish or shellfish. If a family member has 

allergies, consider only eating from the dish you bring. 
 

 

’18-19 Funding: Support Worker, Social Studies 
Continued from Page 1 

our population of homeless students continues to grow. 

• Purchase of social studies curriculum, to support teachers 

as they create engaging lessons for their students.   

• Stipends for teachers who do work beyond their contract.  

At the request of PTA members, we were able to add a 

stipend for a staff member to start a Safety Patrol program 

for students.  Look for more info on this next fall! 

As always, it is impressive to see how our staff pulls together 

to think about what is best for children, and to base all 

decisions around this process.  I am not yet ready to release 

staff or classroom configurations – you can expect to see these 

after we have updated enrollment projections in June. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pondering Future of Schools 
Three activists helped TM parents sort through issues facing 
our schools during a wide-ranging discussion at Tuesday’s 
PTA General Meeting. From left, Casey Trupin of the Raikes 
Foundation, State Sen. Jamie Pedersen (D-43rd District) and 
Emijah Smith of The Children’s Alliance. 



 
 

     
 

Meet Katherine Applegate! 
Thursday, April 5th 

 

______Sometimes You Fly  HC   $19.79 w/tx 
______Ivan  HC   $19.79 w/tx 

______The Buffalo Storm PB   $8.79 w/tx 
 
                
Total number of books: ___________ Total cost of books: _________________ 
 
Personalize books to (please print): 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Student's Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Student's 
Teacher/School:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Make Checks Payable To:  Third Place Books 
ORDER FORMS DUE TO TEACHER BY: Monday, April 2nd   



Thurgood Marshall 

Community Night 
and Open House 

Thursday  
March 29, 2018  •  6-8pm 
 
Our whole community is reading “Wishtree” by Katherine Applegate.  
Please join us to add your wish to the Wishtree that will be at 
Thurgood Marshall, and to view student projects that highlight their 
families and our community! 

The covered outdoor area will be open for a potluck dinner from 
6:00-7:45. If you would like, please bring a dish that is special to your 
family.  

Primary classrooms will be open from 6:00-6:45 

Performances will be in the Cafeteria from 6:45-7:15 

Intermediate classrooms will be open from 7:15-8:00 

Students will also have a chance to share their performances 
on Friday, March 30, during our assembly at 9:05-9:30. 
All families are welcome to join us! 

Volunteers needed! Please consider 
signing up for a short shift at 
https://tinyurl.com/TMCommunityNight 

 

 


