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EVENT CALENDAR
Thurs., Jan. 25: Coffee w/ Principal May:
Developing a Growth Mindset. 8:40-9:30 a.m.,
Library. Bring your questions! Free coffee provided
by the PTA. See Page 2.
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Making Budget Choices at our School
Each year, the District sets a fixed budget for our school’s basic
staffing and also provides additional funds over which we have
some control. Our decision-making process for how the money
will be spent starts when I bring a couple of proposals for
discussion by our Building Leadership Team (made up of staff,
Principal
parents and administration). The BLT then puts forward a single
Katie May
plan for the staff to vote on. We try hard to create a budget that
reflects our values, and carefully consider expenses through a lens of what is
equitable for our students. The staff members on the BLT each talk to the group they
represent about what they feel is important for our budget. Parents who have a
strong feeling about the building budget may share their thoughts with their BLT
representatives:
•
•
•

Amal Ali (Special Education) - amal1985ali@gmail.com
Rasheena Fountain (Scholars) - rasheenafountain@gmail.com
Samantha Welte (Accelerated Curriculum Scholars) - samanthawelte@gmail.com

Our generous PTA has supported us by funding staffing that is not covered by our
District allocations, such as half the cost of our Librarian and all three days a week of
our Counselor. In the past two years the PTA has also funded two of our literacy
tutors. PTA dollars also make possible assembly performances, drama-teacher
residencies and classroom grants enabling teachers to purchase supplies and other
materials that the school would have difficulty funding.

Teacher to be Added
to Resource Room
We have been allocated
another 2-day-per-week
Resource Room teacher.
Please let me know if
you have had the
District’s site-basedinterview training and
would like to join the
hiring committee we
will form soon.

Last year was a difficult budget year; the Central Office
is forecasting better times in 2018-19. We expect to keep
K-3 class size reductions, and do not expect to lose any
classroom teachers. The District will again be very
conservative in their enrollment projections. This is to
avoid the cost of having more staff than necessary. We
expect our enrollment to stay at current levels (about
580 students in K-5) or increase slightly. I will let you
know as soon as I have more information.
You can learn much more about the budget process by
visiting the Seattle Schools Budget Department web
page: http://bit.ly/SPSbudget17 .

Annual Fund Hits Winter Goal; Nearly Halfway to $170K

Thanks!

The PTA Annual Giving Fund’s Winter Campaign
met its $20,000 goal and earned the full amount of 1:1
matching funds promised by a group of donors.

Thank you to everyone who contributed, especially families
making first-time donations. Our school-year total is at about
$77,000, so we are nearly halfway to the $170,000 needed to fully
fund the staffing and programs supported by the PTA.
It’s never too late to donate! Send checks to Thurgood Marshall PTA,
2401 S. Irving St., Seattle, 98144, or use a credit card at www.tmlink.org .

Thurs., Jan. 25: Info Session & Tour, w/ HCC
Program presentation, 5-6:30 p.m. For prospective
students & parents. No RSVP, but all visitors must
check in at office. Tell your friends!
Thurs., Jan. 25: NEW DATE - Instrumental Concert,
7 p.m., Cafeteria. Strings arrive at 6:30; other
musicians at 6:45 latest.
Sat., Jan. 27: Pancake Breakfast & Art
Walk, 9-11 a.m., Cafeteria. FREE; $10
suggested donation per family. Bring
Tutu’s Panty donations. Volunteers
needed: https://tinyurl.com/TMPancakeBreakfast2018 .
Mon., Jan. 29: PTA Focus Day in Olympia.
Advocacy efforts for education. See Page 2.
Tues., Jan. 30: Hear School Board Member
Zachary DeWolf at PTA Meeting, 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
Library. Free child care (age 5-12) w/dinner & movie –
RSVP required to cpapka@seattleymca.org .
Wed., Jan. 31: No School (day between semesters).
Thurs., Feb. 1: Side-by-Side Concert, 7 p.m.,
Washington Middle School Gym. Free. TM and other
elementary school musicians join WMS students.

à Online calendar at www.tmlink.org!

TUTU’S PANTRY
Bring non-perishable items in cans and boxes.
Jan. 22-25: Grade 4 asked to donate!

Joins Mr. T in Afternoons

Meet TM’s New PE Teacher
Jana Robbins is excited
to be joining Thurgood
Marshall as the new halftime PE teacher, working
afternoons. Ms. Robbins
has been pursuing a
Health and Fitness
endorsement through
Seattle Pacific U., and
recently has been a Site Coordinator for
Playworks, a recess support organization, at
three Seattle schools. “Prior to that I had
been teaching at a local cooperative
preschool for several years,” she says, “and I
am excited to now be reconnected to some
of those students at Thurgood Marshall.”
Her own two boys are in 4th and 6th grade
at TOPS K-8. Stop by the gym and say hello,
or contact her at jmrobbins@seattleschools.org .
Fulltime PE Teacher Tom Townsend will
return from his leave later this month.

More is online! Go to www.tmlink.org for more news, links, calendar of events and full archive of past editions of Pup Press. And, visit Bullpup Parents or TM on Facebook!

2018 Legislative Session

Zach ar y

State PTA Asks Families to Advocate
You can be part of Washington State PTA advocacy for
public schools through phone calls, post cards, email or ... inperson meetings with Legislators!
Head to Olympia with others on Focus
Day (Monday, Jan. 29, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.) and
tell officials what you think, with help from
WSPTA materials and information.
Children are encouraged to attend!
Thurgood Marshall is represented by 37th
District State Sen. Rebecca Saldaña, and
Reps. Sharon Tomiko Santos and Eric
Pettigrew. To seek a meeting with them or
other legislators on Focus Day, contact TM PTA Legislative
Liaison Venessa Goldberg at venessab@gmail.com .
Visit http://bit.ly/WSPTAadvocacy for summaries of this year’s
WSPTA legislative platform and more info. To connect with
others on Facebook, go to http://bit.ly/FocusDay18pool .
Can’t make it to Olympia?
•
•

Reply to a VOTER VOICE Action Alert. Sign up at
https://www.votervoice.net/wapta/register.
Use the Legislative Hotline to leave our school’s
representatives a message: 1-800-562-6000.

• Pick
up a WSPTA postcard in the main office and fill
Coffee
with
in
your
Principal message to elected officials (return to office).
• Send a personalized email to legislators telling your
Grownth
Mindset
story and why you care about PTA priorities. Look
up those officials at http://app.leg.wa.gov/districtfinder/ .

‘Coffee with Principal’ Topic:
Developing Growth Mindset

Know how to guide your student
toward a “Growth Mindset”? Join
Katie May for Coffee with the Principal,
8:40-9:30 a.m., Thursday, Jan. 25, in the
Library, to explore the concept, pioneered by Carol
Dweck. Learn more about it at http://bit.ly/DweckQuartz .
Bring your cup for free coffee, provided by the PTA. If
you are unable to join us, email Ms. May your questions
at kjmay1@seattleschools.org.

Special Experiences at ‘PlayGarden’ near TM
Looking for a way to burn off some after-school energy? The
Seattle Children’s Playgarden is a quick walk south of TM,
at 1745 24th Ave. S., and features gardens and wild places to
explore. It also offers accessibility to any child who wants to
play outside, regardless of ability.
The PlayGarden currently has staffed, drop-in “open play”
hours after school most Tuesdays and Wednesdays, with
special activities. Note: Parents must stay. Info:
https://www.childrensplaygarden.org

Bullpup Briefs

Pick the Brain of New School Board Member
In just his first weeks on the School Board,
Zachary DeWolf has been taking a lead role in
planning for equity in advanced learning
opportunities. Ask him about that and more
when he is the guest speaker at the next PTA
Meeting, 6:30-8:30 p.m. on Jan. 30 (date changed from Jan. 23.)
All are welcome! (You do not have to be a PTA member.)
Parents/guardians attending the meeting are welcome to use
the free child care (ages 5-12), which will include dinner and a
movie. RSVP required to Cody, cpapka@seattleymca.org .

Volunteer (& Eat) at Jan. 27 Pancake Breakfast

Volunteers are needed for the PTA’s Annual Pancake Breakfast
& Art Walk (Saturday, Jan. 27, 9-11 a.m.). Art must be hung!
Sign up at https://tinyurl.com/TMPancakeBreakfast2018 . This great event
is free; $10 donation suggested per family. See attached flier!

Washington MS Tours on Friday & Next Month

Washington Middle School is offering three tours and/or info
sessions in the next month, including tomorrow (Friday).
Tours (led by parents and students) will be 8:30-10 a.m. on two
Fridays, Jan. 19 and Feb. 16. An Info Session (speakers include
Principal Susan Follmer and student panel) will be 6:30-8 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 13. No RSVP needed. The school is at 2101 S.
Jackson St., but the parking lot entry is off S. Weller Street.
More information about WMS: http://washingtonms.seattleschools.org .

Sign Up Now for Grade 3-5 Ultimate Teams

Signup for co-ed Ultimate (Frisbee) teams begin NOW! (Forms
are going home this week.) Ultimate is one of the fastest
growing sports in the U.S., and is played in more than 42
countries. TM teams will participate in a citywide league for
Grades 3-5, with practices Tuesdays and Thursdays after
school starting Feb. 28. Games against other schools’ teams
will be on Saturdays, March 10 through mid-May.

Meeting on Search for New Superintendent
Attend a community “Town Hall” regarding the search for a
new Schools Superintendent TONIGHT (6:30-8:30 p.m.,
Thursday, Jan. 18, at NOVA High School, 2410 E. Cherry St.).
Or, learn more and take a survey (Friday, Jan. 19 deadline) at
http://bit.ly/SPSsearch18. Current Superintendent Larry Nyland's
contract will end in June 2018.

As Fairmount Park Fills, More Students at TM?
Capacity issues at Fairmont Park Elementary may mean more
students at TM. Although our school is the official “pathway”
for West Seattle Highly Capable Cohort students, FP has
offered HCC services as an “option site” since 2014. As with all
option sites, assignment depends on space. FP is approaching
capacity, the Advanced Learning Office says, so TM may
become the only HCC site available to some West Seattle
elementary students.

Seattle Public Schools, SPS, provides Equal Educational Opportunities and Equal Employment Opportunities and does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex; race; creed; color; religion; ancestry;
national origin; age; economic status; sexual orientation, including gender expression or identity; pregnancy; marital status; physical appearance; the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability; honorably discharged veteran or
military status; or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal. SPS also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.

Have an article for Pup Press? Send it to Cliff Meyer at pup-press@tmlink.org. If your submission is not acknowledged within 24 hours, please call or text 206-366-5413

COME TO THE NEXT
PTA MEETING!
6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 30, in the Library

Guest Speaker:

Zachary DeWolf
New School Board Member
The Seattle School Board will be making many difficult
decisions in the coming year. Bring your questions for Mr.
DeWolf, the Director elected in November to represent
the District that includes Thurgood Marshall.
•
•
•

What can be done to reduce overcrowding at Thurgood Marshall and other schools?
How can we improve equity in the selection process for Advanced Learning
programs such as HCC (“Accelerated Curriculum Scholars”)?
Can we reduce class sizes, and ensure we have adequate staff?

à HAVE A QUESTION? Send it in advance, to pta@tmlink.org
All are welcome to this event! (No requirement to be a PTA member.)
The meeting will also touch on a few other items and include a report from Principal May.
Zachary DeWolf is a Chippewa Cree tribal member and graduate of Western Washington University. He is a program
manager with All Home King County, which coordinates homelessness efforts across King County. Previous positions
include Director of Communications and Education at Pride Foundation in Seattle and Peace Corps Volunteer in Belize.
Volunteer experience in Seattle has included president of the Capitol Hill Community Council and commissioner for the
Seattle Housing Authority Board. He lives on Capitol Hill with his husband, Derek, and their dog, Maya.
Follow him at https://www.facebook.com/ZacharyRDeWolf

FREE CARE, with DINNER and MOVIE, for children (ages 5-12) with parents at the meeting.
You MUST reserve your child’s place in advance – contact Cody at cpapka@seattleYMCA.org.
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 27
9:00 - 11:00 AM

IN THE THURGOOD MARSHALL
ELEMENTARY CAFETERIA

FREE! Suggested Donation of $10/family

• Bring a donation for Tutu’s Pantry •
• Invitation is open to our neighborhood •
“Drop and go” not permitted. You must stay at event.
* Gluten-free and Vegetarian Options *

Family and Community Summit
Strengthening Family - School
Connections for Student Success
DOORS OPEN

AKI KUROSE M.S.
3928 S. GRAHAM ST., SEATTLE, WA 98118
§ Every Student Succeeds Act
(ESSA)
§ City of Seattle Families and
Education Levy
§ SPS Initiatives for African
American and Males of Color
§ Positive School Climate
§ Ethnic Studies
§ Family and Community
Partnerships

JANUARY

8 AM 20

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
BREAKFAST & LUNCH PROVIDED
CLOCK HOURS AVAILABLE
RSVP: Eventbrite.com - SABSE Family
and Community Annual Summit
For more information (206) 725-7138
Email - sabse.09alliance.17@gmail.com

