
More is online! Go to www.tmlink.org for more news, links, calendar of events and full archive of past editions of Pup Press. And, visit Bullpup Parents or TM on Facebook! 

District Seeks Nurse for TM 

The shortage of Registered Nurses in our area 
has prevented the District from permanently 
filling TM’s full-time RN position, vacated by 
Molly Chin last year. Nurse Jan Zimmer will 
be filling in for two days a week, and we 
expect the District to soon locate another 
nurse to handle the other days. Jessica James, 
our Classified Nurse since spring, continues 
to be at TM daily. We remain committed to 
our students with significant medical needs.  

 

 		
	

A New Way to Teach Reading, Writing 
At our General PTA Meeting next Tuesday, you will have the 
chance to learn more about our new English Language Arts 
(reading and writing) curriculas, “Making Meaning” and “Being 
a Writer,” from The Center for the Collaborative Classroom 
(CCC). Sandy Teakell, School Improvement Consulting Teacher 
for the District, will be a guest speaker, joined by our school’s 
Literacy Leads, teachers Cat Serpe and Cora Glass.  

Why should you come to the meeting? Our presenters will: 

• explain what’s new in our approach to teaching reading and writing, 

• involve all of us in a lesson or two, 

• help you learn a bit about what your child experiences, and  
• show how CCC improves on our past approaches to reading and writing. 

In addition to building students’ reading and 
writing skills, lessons help each class to become a 
community of learners where everyone feels 
welcome and safe. To accomplish this, the 
curriculum’s “Collaborative Literacy” approach 
integrates social development with academic 
content. CCC is a non-profit organization devoted 
to helping students grow as critical thinkers as 
they learn to care for and communicate with their 
fellow students. CCC believes “how we teach 
matters as much as what we teach.” 

There are three components to Collaborative Literacy: 
• Being a Reader (Grades K-2) helps children learn how to read. It includes shared 

reading and whole group discussion, handwriting instruction, and lessons on 
independent reading, writing and word work. Instruction is tailored to 
individual students by placing them into small reading groups part of the time.  

• Making Meaning (K-5) helps students build reading comprehension. Students 
hear books read aloud by their teacher and discuss them with partners and the 
class. They learn comprehension strategies and practice reading independently. 
The class focuses on building a reading community. The important social skill of 
listening to others is practiced throughout. 

• In Being a Writer (K-5), students hear and discuss examples of good writing in a 
variety of genres.  Students practice social skills of working responsibly, listening 
respectfully to the thinking of others, and sharing their own thinking. These 
skills help students build a supportive writing community. 

In this first month of school, I have seen the early lessons focus on setting up 
structures to help students learn the routines to work together in a collaborative 
way, and also to build stamina for independent work. The thoughtful way these 
lessons are constructed helps students interact with each other in respectful ways.  
Over the course of the year, lessons are designed to move students from being 
more dependent on teacher direction to being more independent learners.  It will 
be exciting to see the impact this has for our students. 

EVENT CALENDAR 

TONIGHT, Thurs., Oct. 12: Family Games Night, 6-
7:30 p.m., Cafeteria. NOTE LATER TIME. Try out 
board games, presented by the PTA and Blue Highway 
Games. Potluck at 6. FREE! (No drop and go.) 

TOMORROW, Fri., Oct. 13: No school (Statewide 
day for professional development.) 

Tues., Oct. 17: PTA General Meeting, featuring 
update on education funding & more. Snacks & 
potluck: 6-6:30 p.m.; Meeting: 6:30-8:30, Library. Child 
care available (age 5-12) only with advance RSVP to . 
 

Thurs., Oct. 19: Robert Hoge, 9:10 a.m., Cafeteria. 
Gr. 3-5 hear author of “Ugly,” a memoir about living 
with a disfiguring birth defect and a disability. Parents 
welcome! Book order form attached to Pup Press. 

Wed., Oct. 25: Equity Action Teams Meeting, 6-8 
p.m., Library. All are welcome: http://bit.ly/TMequity 
 
 

à Online calendar at www.tmlink.org! 

TUTU’S PANTRY 

 

Don’t Miss Games Night 6-7:30 TONIGHT (Thurs.) – FREE! Details on Page 2 
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Bring non-perishable items in cans and 

boxes. Bins are in the front hall.  
Week of Oct. 16: Grade 5 asked to donate! 

Teacher & Classroom Added 
for Burgeoning Kindergarten 
The school will add a third kindergarten 
classroom on Monday, in response to the 
larger-than-projected number of students, 
which has grown to nearly 60. TM was 
allocated an additional teacher after the 
District reviewed all schools’ class sizes. 

Jennifer Ward, who has been our Resource 
Room teacher, will lead the new K class, in 
Room 101. Rob Long’s Grade 1 will move 
from that room to Portable 3, which had been 
used this year for math breakout groups. 
Ms. Ward’s former role will be handled by 
Meg Horrigan, who recently retired as our  
Resource Room teacher. A permanent 
replacement will be hired in the near future. 

Principal 
Katie May 

All Welcome at 

PTA Meeting! 

Library, Tues., Oct. 17 
6-6:30 - Snacks/Drinks 
6:30-8:30 - Hear about 
reading/writing curriculum! 
Plus: Updates from Ms. May 
and from Sound Transit (23rd 
Ave. light-rail station). 
Child care if you RSVP. See 
calendar item, at right. 
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‘Accelerated Curriculum Scholars’? 

HCC Name Change Suggested 
The TM Building Leadership Team’s 12 staff and parents are 
asking for your input! Last school year, with feedback from 
community, the group (known as the BLT) voted to change the 
general education curriculum name to “Scholars.” The BLT is 
now considering a new name for our building’s Highly 
Capable Cohort program, in an effort to continually be 
responsive to the needs of our school community.   
Based on feedback from parents, staff and students, 
Accelerated Curriculum Scholars (ACS) has been proposed. 
The team heard comments that “Highly Capable” signifies a 
differentiation in student capability, which sent 
negative/wrong cues to students. BLT members are hoping 
that this shift in focus to the intensity and pace of the 
curriculum will be beneficial to school climate.          
To best help Thurgood Marshall continue to strive to be a 
culturally responsive and inclusive school community, the 
BLT would appreciate your input on this proposed name 
change. Please contact BLT parent members Rasheena at 
rasheenafountain@gmail.com or Samantha at samanthawelte@gmail.com. 
You can read more about the BLT membership, duties and 
actions on the PTA website, direct link: http://bit.ly/TM-BLT. 
 

Go All In for Games Night Tonight (Thurs.) 

You’ll find all the right moves at Family Games Night, in the 
Cafeteria, 6-7:30 p.m. tonight (Oct. 12). Try out all sorts of 
board games, presented by the PTA and Blue Highway 
Games, a Queen Anne store. It’s FREE! 
• Appetizer potluck! Share your non-messy dish. 
• Door prizes! 
• Event is FREE, but you will be able to buy games from 

Blue Highway. NEW this year: you won’t need to wait for 
a delivery – take your purchase home. 

• Volunteers STILL needed: Fun tasks, such as learning a 
game and helping demo it.. Come at 5:30, or stay to help 
with cleanup. 

Can You Spare Some Time for our Kids… 
Most volunteer opportunities can be found online, and signup 
is easy! Go to http://bit.ly/TMvolunteers .  
Especially needed now: Bullpup Dads, Games Night, Fall 
Book Fair. Contact Volunteer Coordinator Ann McNally, 
volunteering@tmlink.org , about additional opportunities.  
NOTE: Each year, you must fill out a background check form to 
help ensure the safety of students? It’s at http://bit.ly/SPSVolunteer . 

Equity in HCC Group Sets 2017-18 Plans 

The Districtwide Equity in HCC group set goals for the year at 
its Oct. 5 meeting. If you were unable to attend, see notes at 
http://bit.ly/EquityinHCCOct2017. More: https://hccequity.wordpress.com.  
Thurgood Marshall’s Equity Teams will be holding their first 
meeting of the year Oct. 25, 6-8 p.m. in the TM Library. 

 

Help Us with Mediator Trainings 
I am seeking 4-5 parent volunteers per morning to 
help with role-play practice at the student 
Conflict Mediator and Recess Mentor trainings 
7:45-8:50 a.m. on Oct. 17-19 and  24-26. Choose 
one or more days; the commitment will only be 
about 30 minutes! No experience necessary. I also 
could use help copying and making booklets.  

Contact me at mrkaloper@seattleschools.org. 

à Bullpup Dad Volunteers: Check your Dates 
If you signed up to be a Bullpup Dad volunteer, please remember 
your date! On that day, please come to the main office at about  
8:30 a.m. to pick up your personalized daily schedule and t-shirt. 
If you have questions or concerns on the day of volunteering, 
please check in with the main office. We are excited to have you 
as part of our team! 

  

Students: Enter 
your art and 
other creative 
work in the PTA 
Reflections 
contest! See 
www.tmlink.org 
for details! 

Bullpup Briefs 

Ask your Questions of School Board Member 

Stephan Blanford, the School Board Member representing 
TMl’s neighborhood, will hold an open meeting 10 a.m.-noon 
Saturday, Oct. 28, at the Douglass-Truth Library, 2300 E. Yesler 
Way. Dr. Blanford is not running for re-election. This will be 
his last open meeting as a member. 

Take Survey on Redesigned SPS Websites 

Seattle Public Schools recently launched a new design and 
navigation structure on the District and school websites. As 
part of its commitment to continuous improvement, SPS would 
like your opinions on the new websites. Please take a survey 
before Oct. 22, at http://bit.ly/SPSwebsitesurvey. 

Urgently Needed: Site Leader for Girls on the Run 

A TM site leader and coaches are being recruited for Girls on 
the Run, the nonprofit that combines running with curriculum 
to inspire self-respect and healthy lifestyles in pre-teen girls. 
Site Liaisons act as a connector between Girls on the Run staff 
and the school, helping with marketing and recruitment, and 
supporting coaches during the season (March to May). 
Coaches do not need to have running experience, just the right 
attitude! See more info at http://girlsrun.org/get-involved/coach/ or 
contact Katie@girlsrun.org . 
 



All	Welcome	at	the	
Fall	Quarterly	Meeting	

	

Meet	to	Connect,	Share,	&	Plan	
All	are	welcome	to	the	fall	quarterly	meeting.		We	will:	

• review	the	history	and	purpose	of	the	Equity	Action	Teams	for	new	families,	
• take	part	in	a	connection	activity,	
• together	answer	the	question:	What	are	the	equity	issues	at	TM?,	
• and	plan	for	this	year’s	work	teams.	

	

Wednesday,	Oct.	25		•		6-8	p.m.	
Thurgood	Marshall	Library	

	

More	info:	http://tmlink.org/info/equity-in-education-initiative/		



Hear Author Robert Hoge 
at Thurgood Marshall ES!     
9:10 a.m., Thursday, Oct. 19 
   For Grades 3-5 & parents only 
 
The TM Library will host Robert Hoge, author of "Ugly," 
a memoir about living with a disfiguring birth defect 
as well as a disability.  For students who loved the 
book “Wonder,” this is a perfect follow-up read.  
 
Mr. Hoge writes about overcoming bullying and 
thriving with disabilities, showing that what makes us 
'ugly' also makes us who we are. 
 
His presentation will be in the Cafeteria and for 
Grades 3-5 only. Parents are welcome to attend. 
Learn more about Mr. Hoge from a National Public 
Radio story: http://bit.ly/hoge2016.   

	

	
Orders	for	signed	copies	are	due	to	Mrs.	Hudson	by	Tuesday,	Oct.	17	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
Order the book “Ugly” (in paperback) for $9.89 including tax 
 
Total number of books: ___________                  Total cost of books: $ __________ 
 
Personalize books to (print): _____________________________________________________ 
 
Student's Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Student's Teacher:_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Make Checks Payable to Third Place Books 



	

T-shirt order Form 
The Bullpup Dads is a newly formed group that will help dads and 
other men build connections to Thurgood Marshall students and to 
the great education they deserve. The program is based on Watch 
D.O.G.S., a national school-based family and community 
engagement organization.  
 
If you are interested in participating in the Bullpup Dads and would 
like to purchase a shirt, please fill out this form and return with 
payment to the office by October 19, 2017. The order will be placed 
on the 22nd. 
 
 
The cost of each shirt will be $12.00 
 
 
Please make checks payable to:  
Thurgood Marshall PTA 
 
Size             Quantity 
 
Adult Small               
 
Adult Medium                  
 
Adult Large                        
 
Adult X-Large                 
  
Adult XX-Large                       
 
 
Child’s Name                  
 
Room Number  
or Teacher                      


