PTA Meeting on Tues: Popcorn & an Important Film for Parents: ‘Screenagers’ – Page 3
EVENT CALENDAR
May 1-31: Bike to School Month continues. Log your
minutes of riding all month!
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At Olympiad, Special ‘Expressions’ of Math

Tues., May 16: PTA General Meeting featuring
“Screenagers,” the documentary. 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
Cafeteria. Also: membership to vote on ’17-18 budget and
nominees for Executive Committee. See Page 3.
Thurs., May 18, 6:30-8 p.m., The Black Families
Advocacy Support Group presents a special
community-building workshop, led by John
Scott Ph.D. (c). Free. See below.
Tues., May 23: Coffee with Principal. “Preview of Next
Year.” 9:15-10 a.m., Library. Free coffee!
Wed., May 24: Lost & Found deadline. Check it today!
Wed., May 24: Equity Action Teams meeting, 6- 8 p.m.,
Library. Child care available. See Page 2.

à Full year of events online at www.tmlink.org!

TUTU’S PANTRY
Week of May 15: Grade 5 families, please donate!
TM Math Olympians mug for the camera at the April 29 competition in Bellingham.

I am so proud that 10 teams of TM 5th-graders, representing all
classrooms, participated recently in the Washington State Middle
School Math Olympiad in Bellingham. In this event, each team
competes against itself to gain as many points as possible. Teams
are recognized for completing a long session problem and five
short session problems in several content areas: Ratios and
Proportional Relationships, Number System, Expressions and
Assistant Principal
Equations, Geometry, Statistics and Probability. Each team’s
Sabrina
Kovacs-Storlie
achievement is recorded on a Math Olympiad Certificate. Teams
take home with them contest memorabilia, their team certificate, their work for
later review, and results for the site where they competed.
Participating in the Olympiad is a testament to each student’s willingness to work
and be persistent on something that is above and beyond required work. Students
gave up their recess and lunch time every Tuesday for several weeks. They have
developed relationships with their teammates, identified one another’s strengths
and areas of growth, and committed to a practice schedule outside of the school
day, under the tutelage of Mrs. Kierstead and Mrs.
The Teams
Egelhoff. On the weekends students worked with
¥ Kyle C, Sam, Raymond, Henry
their parent coaches to practice further. Teachers,
¥ Howard, Josh, Aki, Mazin
¥ Derek, Zarni, Noah, Edison
students, and parents all worked together to make
¥ Norah, Joelle, Mia, Lucy
the Olympiad the success it was.
¥ Keyshawn, Finn, Xavi, Darien
The Olympiad also provides additional
¥ Aby, Romy, Rena, Lamia
opportunities for students to practice the
¥ Zach, Chase, Natalie, Cia-Han
¥ Oliver, Eli W., Sylvie, Loerlei
“Standards for Mathematical Practice” (SMP’s),
¥ Rohan, Kirin, Cyrus, Kamil
which are parallel to the Common Core Standards.
¥ Torin, Ada, Virginia, Coco
Read more about the SMP’s: http://bit.ly/WhatIsSMP.
à District seeks input on middle school Math curriculum options. Page 4.
Student Council has launched a ”Box Tops for Education
Drive.” Into June, each class is challenged to collect 10 Box
Tops per student. Popsicle parties for the first class to meet
goal and the one with the most Box Tops! Box Tops must
have an expiration date of Nov. 1, 2017, or later.

Black Families Group Presents
Community-Building Workshop
The Black Families Advocacy
Support Group is proud to
invite parents to a special
community-building
workshop led by John Scott
Ph.D. (c), a nationally known
John Scott
consultant who leads the
Morningstar Center for Transformation
(www.morningstarmovement.org ).
The workshop, funded by a PTA Opportunity
Grant, will be 6:30-8 p.m. Thursday, May 18.
Beyond community-building, it will focus on
dialogue, and identifying and better
understanding issues of oppression. All who
are working to ensure justice for our
communities are welcome.
BFASG notes that “when advocating for and
with people of color and folks of African
descent, it is vital that we strengthen our
relationships with each other in order to
challenge systems that fall short of serving
our most marginalized communities.”
Participants will discuss some of these
challenges and identify the strengths that
exist in the advocacy group. The workshop
will be highly interactive, using physical
movement and other creative modalities, so
wear comfortable clothes and shoes!

More is online! Go to www.tmlink.org for more news, links, calendar of events and full archive of past editions of Pup Press. And, visit Bullpup Parents or TM on Facebook!

Save the Date!

Celebrate 5th-Grade Promotion June 21
Start getting excited about 5th-Grade Promotion, on
Wednesday, June 21, 5:30-7:30 p.m.! Some things to know:
• Our recommended dress code for the event is
“business casual,” meaning most students will be
wearing nicer slacks and shirts or dresses.
•

•

We expect a large audience. Plan to arrive early (but
not before 4:30) to get a good seat. Consider that
parking may take a bit longer than usual.
We have arranged for a photographer to take a
picture of each child receiving their certificate during
the ceremony. Parents will receive the photo the
week following graduation.

Schedule:
5:00 Students and Families Arrive
5:30 Procession of Students and Promotion
6:30 Special Performance By Teachers
6:45 5th Grade Slide Show
7:00 Celebratory Treat Outside
7:30 End of Event

Photos needed! Parent Jeremy Mazner is putting together the
slide show and would love help gathering photos of all
students. Please drop a photo or two of your 5th-grader and
friends at TM or on field trips at https://aka.ms/tmphoto.

Painting Help Sought for Legacy Project’s Bench
Want to help with the 5th-grade Legacy Project? The
organizers need someone to paint WELCOME TO
THURGOOD MARSHALL on a wood bench.
The bench is ready to go and the paint will be supplied.
Email Rachel if you are interested: RachelEHarrison@gmail.com.

Time to Put Summertime
Activities on Your Radar
Are you looking ahead to summer? Many
families have been brainstorming fun and
engaging ways for their kiddos to stay active,
engaged, and curious about learning this
summer. I wanted to reach out with some
ways to find activities and camps that will fit
your child’s needs. Here are a few of my favorite resources:
Youth Program Directory (offers customizable searches to help you find
what you need!): http://youthprogramdirectory.org
Seattle Parks and Rec: http://www.seattle.gov/parks/find/camps
ParentMap Summer Camps Article:
https://www.parentmap.com/article/fun-summer-camps-for-seattle-area-kids

If you have any questions don’t hesitate to contact me at
mrkaloper@seattleschools.org or 206-252-2808.

Solving the Puzzle of the ‘Gifted Family’
Two local experts on parenting “gifted” children are offering
a workshop, “Putting Together the Puzzle of the Gifted
Family: Assessing Gifted Intensities, Addressing Ongoing
Conflicts, Applying Creative Strategies.”
The event (9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m., June 3, in Phinney Ridge) for
up to 30 adults will apply SENG concepts at a deeper level
focusing on the whole family. Tools will include: 1) measuring certain gifted traits in family members, 2) examining
patterns that cause ongoing conflicts and misunderstandings,
and 3) identifying strategies to address challenges.
Presenters Anne van Roden and Gloria Sandford are experienced parents of gifted children and licensed mental health
professionals. The cost is $175 for 1 parent, $245 for both
parents. If you would need a scholarship, contact Ms. Kaloper
at Thurgood Marshall, mrkaloper@seattleschools.org. Register at
https://creativerecoverysolutions.com/the-gifted-teen-and-adult/ .

Final Equity Action Teams
Meeting of Year is May 24
It’s the last Equity Action Teams
meeting of the year: 6- 8 p.m.,
Wednesday, May 24, in the TM
Library Please come to find out
how you can be involved now or
next year. The District and our
school have taken actions after
efforts by our teams! More info:
tmlink.org/info/equity-in-education-initiative .

Building a Wall of Appreciation
PTA parent volunteers and scores of Thurgood Marshall students teamed up to show
appreciation for staff and teachers last week. Special treats included a breakfast, a lunch,
flowers, hundreds of thank-you notes, and this banner.

Child care for up to 30 children
(ages 5-12) is available to parents
attending. You MUST reserve
your child’s place in advance:
Contact Sterling at 206-718-5705
or sterlingnelson@seattleYMCA.org.
Students are also welcome to
attend the Equity Action Teams
meeting if they would like to
become involved.

Have an article for Pup Press? Send it to Cliff Meyer at pup-press@tmlink.org. If your submission is not acknowledged within 24 hours, please call or text 206-366-5413

PTA’s Proposed $191k Budget Continues Support for Librarian, Counselor
Membership to Vote on Plan at May 16 Meeting

THURGOOD MARSHALL PTA
2017-18 PROPOSED BUDGET

The Thurgood Marshall PTA Board on Tuesday (May 16) will seek
membership approval of a $191,700 spending plan for 2017-18,
about 11 percent above this year’s $172,000 budget.
Higher salary expenses led to the increase, which would have been
larger had the Board not reduced other expenses and bumped up
income targets in some categories. The Annual Giving Fund’s goal
will be $170,000 (as compared to $160,000 in 2016-17) and Board
members expect to mount a more aggressive effort to seek grant
funding from foundations and businesses.
The PTA Board hopes to gain approval of the budget at the May 16
General Meeting, when members will also be asked to elect the
Board’s 2017-18 Executive Committee (Co-Presidents and other
officers). In addition, the meeting will include an update from
Principal Katie May and feature a free showing of the documentary
“Screenagers.” [See below.]
If you paid for a PTA membership, you are eligible to vote! Further
budget details will be available at the meeting, and questions or
comments are welcome in advance: pta@tmlink.org.

PTA INCOME
Annual Fund
Grant Awards
Amazon, Escrip, Boxtops
PTA Dues
Before- and After-School Enrichment Classes
Misc and Interest Income

170,000
8,000
5,500
500
5,000
2,700

Total INCOME

191,700
PTA EXPENSES

PTA Operations
Seattle Children's Theatre Residency
Other Arts
Special Initiatives (Equity Teams, Advocacy Groups)
Grade Level & School Events

7,200
16,500
4,200
1,400
3,463

Staff Funding
Salaries (Library/Counselor/Tutors)
Music Teacher Stipend (Choir)
Classroom Grants ($300 per teacher)
Opportunity Grants
School Supplies
Art Supplies
Library
Emergency Supplies
Classroom Libraries ($200 per classroom)
Playground Equipment
Total EXPENSE
PTA Net Profit/Loss

134,837
2,000
9,500
3,000

1,500
2,000
500
4,600
1,000
191,700
-

Film Answers Questions
About Screen Time & Kids

New You: Happy, Healthy … and on PTA Board

Worried that your kid(s) will scroll through
life? The PTA is pleased to be presenting the
67-minute documentary “Screenagers” on
Tuesday in the Cafeteria. (Meeting starts at
6:30; film to screen shortly afterward.) Free!
Yes, we’ll have
popcorn, too!
Physician and filmmaker Delaney Ruston
takes a deeply personal approach as she probes into the
vulnerable corners of family life, including her own, to
explore struggles over social media, video games, academics
and internet addiction. Suitable for age 10 and up.

PTA Board members are critical to recruiting volunteers for
many TM activities; raising some $160,000 this year to help fill
gaps in staffing, curriculum and supplies; and coordinating
events that build community. PTA Board positions still being
filled for 2017-18 include Treasurer, Communications Chair,
and Fundraising Chair. Most roles can be shared, and past
Board members are available for advice and support.

Through a few monthly hours of volunteer effort, you can
have a lasting impact on 550+ children.

Learn more from Jennifer Ellis at jenniferellis.206@gmail.com or
descriptions at www.tmlink.org/info/join-pta-board .
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Bullpup Briefs

Don’t Give Up Hope! Retrieve
at Lost & Found before May 25
Dozens of
items await a
reunion at the
Lost & Found
… and you
might even find a familiar name if you can make your way to
the hallway south of the gym. But do it soon, because the
unclaimed items will be sent to charity on May 25.

‘Preview’ Next Year at Coffee with Principal
Join Principal Katie May for coffee and “A Preview of Next
Year” 9:15-10 a.m. on Tuesday, May 23. Hear some of the
changes/additions planned for next year in curriculum, daily
schedule, staffing and more. Ms. May will save time for parent
questions and open discussion.
If you are unable to join us, email Ms. May your questions
at kjmay1@seattleschools.org.

Director Blanford Holding Open Meeting Sat.
Bring your questions Saturday (May 13) for the
regular community meeting held by Dr. Stephan
Blanford, the School Board member representing TM’s neighborhood. He’ll be at the Capitol
Hill Library, 425 Harvard Ave. E., 1-2 p.m. (and
later if the conversation warrants).

Join the TM Building Leadership Team
The TM Building Leadership Team (BLT) is seeking two new
2017-18 members:
•

Parent with child(ren) in Special Education

•

Parent with child(ren) in the Highly Capable Cohort

The BLT meets monthly after school and also has a three-hour
retreat in late summer. The BLT oversees TM’s Continuous
School Improvement Plan and offers guidance on the building
budget and the professional development plan. Interested?
Please email Principal May at kjmay1@seattleschools.org with a short
description of your interest in and qualification for the position.
Nuestro equipo de liderazgo del edificio necesita su ayuda!
Estamos en busca de un padre voluntario para representar a las
familias de educación general en nuestro equipo de liderazgo
(BLT). Nuestro BLT supervisa el Plan de Mejoramiento
Continuo de la escuela, Presupuesto y Plan de desarrollo
profesional, así como nuestro ambiente escolar, misión y
visión. Su compromiso sería asistir a una reunión por mes
durante un período de dos años. Si usted está interesado , por
favor responder por escrito describiendo su interés y su
calificación para la posición. Puede presentar su declaración
por escrito a la oficina de la escuela o por correo electrónico
a Katie May at kjmay1@seattleschools.org.

Advanced Learning Referrals Start Mon.
The window for parents/guardians to refer a student for the
Advanced Learning eligibility process has expanded, and will
be from May 15 until Sept. 22 (for placement in 2018-19).
The change (from fall only) is to better ensure all families have
informed access to Highly Capable Services testing. The added
time will provide teachers opportunity to refer, talk with
families, and for the District to provide optimum support to
families who may have questions or need help to access testing.
Most parent(s)/guardian(s) will be able to directly schedule
their students online for testing. Students requiring testing
accommodations will be scheduled individually. More
information is at www.seattleschools.org/advlearning.

Join Task Force on Dual Language Immersion
Interested in joining an existing task force looking at SPS dual
language programs, such as international schools? See the
information at http://bit.ly/SPSDualTaskForce and apply by May 23.
ELL families are especially encouraged to participate. Task
force findings may lead to changes as soon as 2017-18. To learn
more, you can attend the May 11 or June 8 Task Force meetings,
5:30-7 p.m., at the John Stanford Center.

Final Week to Take District’s ‘Family Survey’
Please completed the SPS Family Survey by May 19. See
www.seattleschools.org/familysurvey or contact research@seattleschools.org
if you didn’t receive the survey.

Your Opinions Needed

Options for New Middle School Math Curriculum
Seattle Public Schools invites families, staff, and community
members to review materials under consideration for use in
Middle School Mathematics. This is the first of two rounds of
review. The input provided will help an adoption committee
narrow the choice of materials for the second review round and
a classroom pilot.
Materials may be viewed through May 23 by:
• Visiting the Professional Library of the John Stanford Center
during business hours to view the materials in person.
• Using links on the SPS Middle School Math Textbook
Adoption webpage: http://bit.ly/SPSmiddlemath. Families, staff
and the community will have the opportunity to examine
the teacher and student materials and provide feedback.
This feedback is essential to the process of selecting the best.
Please contact Anna Box at ambox@seattleschools.org if you have
questions.

Seattle Public Schools, SPS, provides Equal Educational Opportunities and Equal Employment Opportunities and does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex; race; creed; color; religion; ancestry;
national origin; age; economic status; sexual orientation, including gender expression or identity; pregnancy; marital status; physical appearance; the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability; honorably discharged veteran or
military status; or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal. SPS also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.
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