
More is online! Go to www.tmlink.org for more news, links, calendar of events and full archive of past editions of Pup Press. And, visit Bullpup Parents or TM on Facebook! 

 		
	

EVENT CALENDAR 

Through TOMORROW (Fri.): Book Fair! Students 

shop during their library period, or with parents after 

school until 4:30 Thurs.; in-school Fair ends noon Fri. 

BUT continues to Dec. 5 at http://bit.ly/TMBookFair17 .  
 

TOMORROW, Fri.: Winter Enrichment classes 
registration begins, 7 a.m. Catalog online & on paper 

today (Thurs.). Scholarships! www.tmlink.org/Enrichment  
 

TOMORROW, Fri.: The PTA presents the Winter 
Family Snow Ball, 6:30-8 p.m., DJ’d dancing, games, 
potluck, more! Parents, NO ‘drop and go’ – this event is 

for the whole family. FREE! See Page 2. 
 
 

v 

Tues., Dec. 5: PTA Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m., Library. 
 

 

 

Sun., Dec. 10: Winter Enrichment classes 
registration deadline. 
 
 

Tues., Dec. 12: Kindergarten RULER Night, 5:30-7 
p.m. Details to be sent home to K families.  

 

Thurs., Dec. 14: Coffee with the Principal, 8:40-9:30 

a.m., Library. Bring questions for Ms. May. Free coffee! 
 

à Full year of events online at www.tmlink.org! 

TUTU’S PANTRY 
Week of Dec. 4: Grade 5 families, please donate! 

Student Council Takes on Key Role 
This year’s Student Council is up and running!  Our Thursday 

lunchtime meetings are the highlight of my week. Not only do I 

get to collaborate with the fabulous Brie Damitio and Merilee 

Hudson, but I also work directly with the kiddos in a capacity 

that focuses on serving our community and making our school a 

better place.  

The Representatives were elected by their classroom peers.  First, 

students in each classroom brainstormed a list of qualities they want in a Council 

Rep. Then, they picked nominees who they felt possessed those qualities. 

(Students could not nominate themselves.) No lobbying or campaigning was 

allowed, and voting was by secret ballot so kids were not pressured by one 

another. The top two vote-getters won. (For the PEACE Academy, with a smaller 

number of students, one Rep was chosen). The teachers stressed that each step 

was intended to produce Class Representatives who best exemplify the qualities 

the class came up with, rather than who can win a popularity contest.  

So far, the Reps are getting to know one another better, and have learned about 

characteristics of a good role model.  Representatives also will 

practice presentation skills as they each report on Council’s 

activities to one “buddy classroom” of students in Grades 1-3. 

Council will be working on a very important goal set by our 
school: to increase the proportion of children who say on the District’s student 

climate survey that they feel “Students in my school treat each other with 

respect.” Last year only 37 percent of students who took the survey agreed with 

that statement. So, Ms. Damitio (a Grade 5 teacher) will be leading Council in 

looking at the climate data and becoming familiar with the goal, which is targeted 

in Thurgood Marshall’s 2016-18 Continuous School Improvement Plan. (You can 

review this plan’s full set of goals and strategies: http://bit.ly/CSIPs .)  Council Reps 

will be asked to develop some commitments and plans for helping the school 

become a place where all students feel they are treated with respect by one 

another. An end-of-year climate survey will offer an indication of success. 

The Council is also charged with making posters, talking with younger students, 

and planning Spirit Days.  Parents can help! Encourage your TM student to seek 

out Reps and offer ideas on making our school better or having more fun events. 

‘Snow Ball’ Family Dance is Friday! Potluck, Games, Fun for All – Page 2 
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How Does PTA Spend your Generous Donations? 
The Annual Giving Fund letter is arriving in your mailbox this week. Why 

must the PTA ask for your gifts? It takes $170,000 to pay for: 

● Our school Counselor and half the cost of our full-time Librarian. 

● Tutors (partial cost) to help students boost reading and other skills. 

● Grants for teachers and staff to add equipment, field trips, teaching 

tools and more items not funded by the District. 

● Seattle Children’s Theater & Pacific Northwest Ballet teaching artists. 

● Events and celebrations, such as this week’s Snow Ball. 

And more! So, please give. The letter or www.tmlink.org explain how. Thank you. 

At TM, HCC Students Are Now 
Accelerated Curriculum Scholars 
The TM Building Leadership Team (BLT) voted 

unanimously earlier this month to change how 

the school refers to students in the Highly 

Capable Cohort (HCC) program. The new name 

is “Accelerated Curriculum (AC) Scholars.” 

All feedback from staff was supportive of this 

change, and the majority of comments received 

from parents was also positive. Thank you for 

sharing your thoughts with us about this. It 

should be noted that this change is strictly a site-

based decision and at the District level the 

program is still known as HCC.  

Previously, the BLT voted to refer to all students 

in the General Education program as “Scholars.” 

– Principal Katie May 
 



Seattle Public Schools, SPS, provides Equal Educational Opportunities and Equal Employment Opportunities and does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex; race; creed; color; religion; ancestry; 
national origin; age; economic status; sexual orientation, including gender expression or identity; pregnancy; marital status; physical appearance; the presence of any sensory, mental or physical disability; honorably discharged veteran or 
military status; or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal. SPS also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. 

 

Have an article for Pup Press? Send it to Cliff Meyer at pup-press@tmlink.org. If your submission is not acknowledged within 24 hours, please call or text 206-366-5413 
  

It’s Time to Dance & Dine, 
at Friday’s ‘Snow Ball’ 

 
 

       

  

Enrichment Registration 
Opens Online 7 a.m. Fri. 
The PTA’s Enrichment Program 
catalog for Winter was distributed to 
classrooms today (Thursday) and is 
also available at www.tmlink.org/enrichment, 
where registration will open at 7 a.m. 
tomorrow (Friday). 

Several new classes, including a Friday 
afternoon section of Chess, await! 
Scholarships are available. 

 
 
 

Chess Bullpups 
relax at the 

Chess Mates 
Fall Kickoff at 

Broadview-
Thompson K-8 

earlier this 
month. 

Chess Team Kicks Off Year with Impressive Performances 
The Chess Team had a great showing at its first tournament of the 2017-18 season, the 
Chess Mates Foundation Fall Kickoff at Broadview-Thompson K-8 School on Nov. 18. 
Four players competed in their very first tournament! Each player plays five matches 
over the course of the day, and gains a point for each win (and a half-point for a draw).  

In the Grades 2-4 grouping, Walter Barr took third place among all 4th-graders, with 4 
points. Vinayak Venugopal was third in the 3rd-grade division (4 points). Kelly 
Haberkorn and Reece Cole (Grade 4) and Logan McKay (Grade 2) qualified for the 
Washington State Chess Tournament in spring 2018 with 3 points each. 

Fourth-grader Lukas Bergman and 2nd-graders Frederick Barr and Rami Grace 
rounded out the Grades 2-4 portion of the team. The Chess Bullpups were just a half-
point shy of a team trophy! In addition, 5th-grader Julian Ross competed in the Grades  
5-8 section.  

Here’s to many more great tournaments! Join us – contact katherine.barr@gmail.com if you 
have questions about chess at TM or chess tournaments. 
 

Join us for the PTA’s annual Family Dance 
and Food Drive tomorrow (Friday), 6:30-8 
p.m. in the Gym & Cafeteria. It’s an 
appetizer/snack potluck, too! This year’s 
theme is a Winter Family Snow Ball. We’ll 
have DJ Jerry Pegus, games, a selfie booth 
and more. 
The Dance is sponsored by the PTA and is 
FREE to all TM families, but if possible, 
please bring food for Tutu’s Pantry: non-
perishables such as canned veggies, peanut 

District Seeks Opinions on High School, HCC Changes 
The District continues to seek community opinion on possible 2019-20 boundary 
changes that are intended to relieve overcrowding at Garfield and other high schools, 
and also likely change the current HCC pathway for 9th grade and above.  
Go to www.surveymonkey.com/r/SPS_HSBoundaries, until tomorrow (Friday). The survey is 
available in English, Chinese, Spanish, Somali and Vietnamese. Additional District info 
about the possible changes is at http://bit.ly/SPS-HCCandHS . Another source of information 
is the Racial Equity in HCC group, which has roots in the Equity Action Teams at 
Thurgood Marshall, but is now a Districtwide group. It supports the District's plan to 
have more HC pathways, and offers its views at https://hccequity.wordpress.com/. Note: Pup 
Press provides these links as a public service requested by the District and groups 
submitting them. Neither TM nor the TM PTA endorse a position on the issues at hand. 

butter, pasta, beans. 
Parents, please remember that you MUST 
stay at the Dance while your children are 
at TM. (NO “drop and go” is permitted. 
This event is after the school day has 
ended.) Also, please note that no one 
needs a “date” for this event: it will be 
fun for the whole family. 
Dress fancy or come as you are! 

Congrats to Representatives 
On Fall 2017 Student Council 
Rep Classroom Teacher 
Annie Garzon 
Victor Garzon 
Beatrix Kierstead 
Nina Kierstead 
Henry D Damitio 
Sonya Damitio 
Henry B Miller 
Lily Miller 
Haywood Sorenson 
Eli Sorenson 
Angelina Sorenson 
Keston Zetterberg 
Zixi Zetterberg 
Maci Paul 
Luna Paul 
Elijah Egelhoff 
Nuani Egelhoff 
Josiah Gese 
London Gese 
Kenny Shaw 

Not Too Late to Buy Books, Gifts: 
Fair will Remain Online until Tues. 
TM’s in-school Book Fair continues until 
noon Friday (including parent-student 
shopping time after school Thursday). At 
TM, students may bring cash or pre-
signed check made out to Thurgood 
Marshall PTA, and shop during their 
classroom’s scheduled library times, 
lunch and afternoon recess. 

Procrastinate, or just can’t make it? Shop 
an expanded selection online until Dec. 5. 
Visit http://bit.ly/TMBookFair17. 

Every purchase benefits our school by 
enabling our Library to buy more books.  

All online orders will ship FREE to the 
school for distribution to students in time 
for holiday giving. 



 Does your child have challenging behaviors at 
school and/ or at home? 

 Learn about the services that schools can provide 
through IEPs to teach & support your child to have 
positive behaviors at school. 

 What can you as a parent do with your child to    
encourage positive behaviors at home?  

 

In these two training workshops, Parents will learn what Positive 
Behavior Support is. You will learn about the process to create a 
Behavior Intervention Plan that can strengthen good learning 
behaviors for your child at school and home. Come join us! 

 

Wednesday, Dec. 6th, 2017 6-8 p.m. 

Positive Behavior Supports at School  and at Home 

Presenter:  Dr. Stephanie King, PhD, NCSP 
Nationally Certified School Psychologist 

Seattle Public Schools  
Behavior Program Team Lead 

 

 

Wednesday, Jan. 10th, 2018 6-8 p.m. 

Understanding Functional Behavior Assessments 
(FBAs) and Behavior Intervention Plans (PBIPs)  

Presenter:  Niki Fischer,  Master’s in Education 
Seattle Public Schools 

Behavior Program Specialist 

 

Dates/Time: 

Saturday, July 26 (Part I) 

Saturday, August 2 (part II) 
11:00 am—2:00 pm 

Where:  Kent Commons  

525 4th Ave N, Kent, WA 98032  
 

Free registration  

Free on-site childcare  

Free lunch  

Free language interpreter 

 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED!! 

 

PLEASE REGISTER BY: JULY 21TH 
 

PLEASE FILL OUT THE REGISTRATION 
FORM ONLINE 

MULTICULTURALFAMILIES.ORG 
 
or contact our office 253.216.4479 or staff: 
 

Spanish: 253-245-6394 (Janet I.) 

Somali:  253-245-7304 (Hodan M.) 

Vietnamese, Chinese and Cantonese 

                253-245-7320(Winnie T) 

Open Doors for 
Multicultural 
Families 

….dedicated to the needs of families who 
have loved ones with developmental  
disabilities and special health care needs. 

 

 

"This project is supported by the U.S. 
Department of Education, Office of 
Special Education Programs (OSEP). 
Opinions expressed herein are those of 
the authors and do not necessarily 
represent the position of the U.S. De-

Dates/Time: 

Saturday, July 26 (Part I) 

Saturday, August 2 (part II) 
11:00 am—2:00 pm 

Where:  Kent Commons  

525 4th Ave N, Kent, WA 98032  
 

Free registration  

Free on-site childcare  

Free lunch  

Free language interpreter 

 

REGISTRATION REQUIRED!! 

 

PLEASE REGISTER BY: JULY 21TH 
 

PLEASE FILL OUT THE REGISTRATION 
FORM ONLINE 

MULTICULTURALFAMILIES.ORG 
 
or contact our office 253.216.4479 or staff: 
 

Spanish: 253-245-6394 (Janet I.) 

Somali:  253-245-7304 (Hodan M.) 

Vietnamese, Chinese and Cantonese 

                253-245-7320(Winnie T) 

LOCATION:                  LOCATION: 
Dec 6th 2017, 6-8 pm              Jan 10th 2018, 6-8 p.m. 
South Shore K-8        Aki Kurose Middle Sch 
4800 S Henderson St       3928 S. Graham St.            
Seattle, WA 98118           Seattle, WA 98118 
 
FREE registration  
FREE on-site childcare (Due to limited space, 
please register in advance) 
FREE food and refreshments   
FREE language support  

REGISTRATION REQUIRED! 
PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE AT:  

WWW.MULTICULTURALFAMILIES.ORG 
 

OR CONTACT:  
Mahado Abdi 253-457-4196 

mahadoa@multiculturalfamilies.org  
 

Open Doors at 253-216-4479  
info@multiculturalfamilies.org 

or 
Seattle Public Schools at 206-252-0794 

spedombuds@seattleschools.org  
 

For registration assistance in other languages: 
Spanish: 253-495-6394 (Janet)         

Somali: 253-394-8945 (Mahado) 

Korean: 253-391-9151 (Min) 

Japanese: 253-391-6004 (Miho) 

Russian: 253-216-4479 (Olga) 

Khmer: 253-258-5158  (Jenny) 

Cantonese: 253-216-4479  (Priscilla) 

Mandarin: 253-216-4479  (Priscilla) 

Vietnamese   253-391-6196  (LeVinh) 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOR SUPPORTS 

AT HOME AND AT SCHOOL  
 

   For parents of students receiving Special Education services 
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STRATEGIES	TO	HELP	FAMILIES	 CLOSE	THE	ACHIEVEMENT	GAP		
	

Author & Keynote Speaker: 
Dr.	Debra	Ren-Etta	Sullivan	

	Facilitated by 
																																																																																																				Bevette	Irvis																																																																																												

																																																																																																		
														Thursdays*:	

	Session	2:	November	9,	2017		
				Session	3:	January	25,	2018	

Session	4:	March	22,	2018	
										Session	5:	April	26,	2018	

																								
																																																																					5:30pm	–	7:30pm	

																																																																																																														New	Hope	Missionary	Baptist	Church		
124	21st	Avenue,	Seattle,	98122	

	

 Free Dinner  
(5:00pm-5:30pm) 	

& Free Child Care  
(5:30pm-7:30pm) 		

	
2.0	STARS	Credit	Available	

($20.00	Cash	Only)							
	

Register here: 
 http://bit.ly/2v3dUqh	

																																																																																																

                                                                                                Sponsored by:                                                                                             
      African	American	Family	Gatherings	
									Black	Community	Impact	Alliance	

					Community	Day	Center	for	Children,	Inc	
										Black	Child	Development	Institute		
											Southeast	Director’s	Consortium	

	
*Attend	one	or	all	workshops.		Prior	material	is	

reviewed	with	new	concepts	introduced	each	session.	

																																																																				

Clifford Meyer

Clifford Meyer
(Sessions 1 & 2 were held earlier this fall.)


