Get those Dates on Your Calendar! Fliers Offer Summer Fun & Learning Ideas
EVENT CALENDAR

TOMORROW, Fri., June 24: 1-hour early
dismissal (2:40 p.m.) on final day of school.
à Final Assembly includes “State of Arts at
TM” film, performances, 9:40 a.m.
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Last Notes before Summer Vacation
A few important notes before you head off into summer.…
•

Students will be bringing home report cards tomorrow, so
please be sure to check backpacks!

If your child is in Grades 3-5, they will also have their
Smarter Balanced Assessment preliminary report. The
Principal
Katie May
report will show your child’s scale score as 1, 2, 3 or 4, with
a 3 meaning your child met the grade-level standard. An
official, fully detailed report will be mailed to you in September.
•

•

This week has been full of festivities!
Many classes held final writing celebrations, we welcomed the Peace
Runners on Wednesday (a group of
Grade 5 Legacy Project &
runners that travels the country bringing
Promotion photos, Page 2
a message of peace to schools and
communities), and our 5th-graders dedicated their Legacy Project – two
new Little Free Libraries that the community can visit to donate or borrow
books. The final installation on our grounds will be later this summer.

•

Please join us for our final Friday Assembly of the year. We will have a
few performances and will be showing our new film “State of the Arts at
Thurgood Marshall.” We may even have a surprise guest!

•

Grade 3 teachers Bianca Gomez and Susan Kingsbury will be leaving
Thurgood Marshall at the end of the school year. We wish them well as
they move on to new schools.

•

Our YMCA before- and after-school program will relocate to the
Cafeteria next school year. Over the summer, the current space will be
converted into classrooms. General YMCA info is at http://bit.ly/YMCAatTM.

•

Don’t forget about our Tuesday Library Days – 4-7 p.m. starting June 28,
and throughout July and August. Check out a book, get a Popsicle and
meet friends on the playground.

•

I will be taking a little time off this summer, but will be available by
email most weeks. Please feel free to be in touch: kjmay1@seattleschools.org.
The school office will be open from 7 a.m.-3 p.m. through the end of June
and again in mid-August.

Finally, I would like to thank all of our Thurgood Marshall families for being a
part of our community this year. Your efforts help to make our school what it is –
an amazing place for children to grow and learn. The thousands of hours of
volunteering, the commitment of our PTA Board and membership, our community
partners, and of course our fabulous, dedicated staff make all the difference for our
students. Thank you all for helping us be our best selves this year! I look forward
to working with you again next year.
Fifth-grade students and families, I wish you a fond farewell as you head off to
middle school. We will miss your spirit! I look forward to hearing all about your
next successes.
Happy summer!

Katie

Tues., June 28: Library open, 4-7 p.m. Open
every Tuesday through Aug. 30, with Popsicles!
Tues., July 5: K-2 Playground meetup, 4-5 p.m.
Tues., July 12: 3-5 Playground meetup, 4-5 p.m.
Sat., July 16: School Board Director Stephan
Blanford Community Meeting, 10-11:30 a.m.,
Douglass-Truth Library, 2300 E. Yesler St.
Tues., July 26: K-2 Playground meetup, 5-6 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 2: 3-5 Playground meetup, 5-6 p.m.
Tues., Aug. 16: K-2 Playground meetup, 6-7 p.m.
Aug. 22-26: Kindergarten Jump Start, 9-noon.
Tues., Aug. 30: 3-5 Playground meetup, 6-7 p.m.
.

Tues., Sept. 6: Ice Cream Social, 2:30-4 p.m.
Learn classroom assignments, enjoy ice cream
and non-dairy treats, fill out PTA Directory form!
Wed., Sept. 7: First day of school, Grades 1-5.
Teachers will meet students on playground.
à First Day Tea for parents, 9:40 a.m., Cafeteria.
Meet Principal May, PTA Board, other parents!
Mon., Sept. 12: First day of school, Grade K.
(K family-teacher visits occur Sept. 7-9.)
à See more fall dates on attached flier, and on
the calendar at www.tmlink.org!

TUTU’S PANTRY
Thank you to all families who donated food for
Tutu’s Pantry! We served 20-30 TM families
weekly, and at Thanksgiving provided some 35
holiday “meals in a bag.” Special thanks to the
following for their regular donations:

• The Japanese Presbyterian Church
(www.jpresby.org), at 1801 24th Ave S., and
where TM Nurse Molly Chin is a congregant.

• French American School of Puget Sound
(http://www.fasps.org), assisting us since 2009.

• Franz Bakery http://franzbakery.com), at S.
Jackson Street and 20th Ave. S.
We also thank Rotary Club of Emerald City
(http://emeraldcityrotary.org) for its financial support.

Got Yearbook?

If you ordered a yearbook, it was sent to your
child’s classroom Wednesday. Questions? Email
volunteer Traci Adair at adairheeb@hotmail.com.

More is online! Go to www.tmlink.org for more news, links, calendar of events and full archive of past editions of Pup Press. And, visit Bullpup Parents or TM on Facebook!

Year of Problem-Solving,
RULER, So Much More
It has been another great
year full of learning here
at Thurgood Marshall!
We have been rolling out
RULER, our new social
emotional program
school wide and
regularly scheduled
classroom guidance lessons have
continued as well. Topics covered this
year have included problem solving,
emotion identification, emotion
management, friendship making,
positive thinking, academic success
skills, career exploration, perspective
taking, communication skills, teamwork,
accepting differences, having a growth
mindset, learning from mistakes,
preventing and responding to bullying
and much more!

5th-Grade
Finales

We also offered small group counseling
on a variety of topics including
friendship, divorce, grief and loss, and
‘tough stuff.’ Many students were able to
also get 1:1 support and/or be referred to
outside counseling agencies, many of
which are able to visit students at school
to make counseling more convenient to
families.

The 5th-Grade
Legacy Project was
unveiled Tuesday:
two Little Free
Libraries that will
be installed near
the YMCA building.
Yesterday,
Promotion
Ceremonies in the
Cafeteria! Principal
May addresses the
5th-graders.
Bottom right, 5thgrader Audra Kim
poses afterward on
the playground with
Teacher Marcie von
Beck.

We worked hard to rewrite our antibullying policy and train the whole staff
on bullying prevention and intervention.
Our staff is prepared with new tools and
procedures to help ensure students are
safe and that poor behavior choices are
addressed quickly and thoroughly.

Bullpup Briefs
Enrichment Program Seeks Feedback, Ideas, Volunteers
Thanks to all participants in the PTA Enrichment Program! Please consider:
• Constructive feedback – We welcome it, as well as praise and ideas for new
courses or improvements!
• Robotics class – A parent-led Lego MindStorm class and club will be starting in
the fall, and we are looking for additional volunteers. Experience not required.
• Catalog helper – Editing/proofing skills needed. Learn about courses before
almost anyone else!
To act on any of these opportunities, email us at enrichment@tmlink.org.

3 Finalists for New English Language Arts Curriculum
The K-5 English Language Arts Adoption Committee has selected three finalists,
which will be field-tested in schools in 2016-17: American Reading, the Center for
Collaborative Classroom’s “Collaborative Literacy” and National Geographic’s
“Reach.” The final decision, including School Board approval, is to allow
implementation in 2017-18. More info at http://bit.ly/NewK5ELA.

I especially want to thank our 56
Conflict Mediators and Recess Mentors
who helped keep the peace on our
playgrounds and were on the lookout for
those with conflicts or who might feel
left out. You have done an amazing job
and should be proud of your leadership!
Have a safe and happy summer and I
look forward to seeing you in the fall.
Take care!
Meghan Kaloper,
School Counselor
P.S.: Rememer the RULER tutorial
guide available on the PTA website,
through this link: http://bit.ly/RULERtutorial.
Make this great set of ideas an everyday
part of your home lives!

If you go to
http://www.greatschools.org/gk.yale-tools-forHave an article for Pup Press? Keep it mind over the summer, because we’re done for this year!
families/, you’ll find my favorite part of the

Exercise Kids’ Minds During Summer!
If students spend the days of summer without challenging their
minds, they can lose up to a month of learning – especially in
reading and math. Stem the summer slide and keep your child
engaged with some activities recommended by the National
Association of Elementary School Principals.
– Principal Katie May
Devise a plan. Tell your child that reading and
learning activities will be an important part of
their summer. Assure them that they’ll still have
lots of time for play.
Teach mini-lessons. Transform
everyday activities into learning
opportunities. Children can count
change, read directions for a trip,
write a shopping list, or calculate a
recipe’s measurements.
Gather activity books. Give
children their own activity book with
crossword puzzles or number games
customized for their specific age group.
Set a “due date” to keep them on
track, but let them work at their
own pace.

instead play a board game or read together.

Go global. Set aside several nights during the
summer to have an international evening.
Everyone in the family can help
cook a meal with recipes from a
culture different from yours. Use
I’m looking
maps, websites, or books to
forward to
discover more information about
the culture. Alternative idea:
summer learning
Join with another family to share
…and Popsicles!
each other’s cultural traditions.

Initiate a writing project. Have
your child keep a summer journal,
write letters to family members
or friends, or craft a play to
perform with siblings
or neighbors. Or, start a family
cookbook with your favorite
recipes and shopping lists.
Strategize screen time.
Educational computer games or
apps can engage students’ minds,
but make sure your child is
spending enough time away from the screen.
Assign a daily block of time for family members
to turn off phones, TV or other screens, and

Sneak learning into family trips. If
your family travels during the summer,
include stops at zoos, children’s museums, or
historic sites. Have your child help you plot
out the journey using maps and keep a journal
along the way. Older children can tally up
miles, keep track of expenses, or compute
gas mileage.
Get moving. Build physical activity into
summer days. Encourage activities such
as jumping rope, playing catch and taking
family walks around your neighborhood or
in parks. (Try the I-90 trail near TM!)
Designate daily reading blocks. Set aside at
least 15 minutes a day for your entire family to
read. (That means parents, too!) Find reading
recommendations by grade level on the
American Library Association’s book lists
(http://www.ala.org/alsc/2016-summer-reading-list) or get
help at the TM Library or Seattle Public Library.
SPL has info at http://bit.ly/SPL2016summer.

Please take advantage of summer hours at TM’s Library!
Every Tuesday, 4-7 pm, starting June 28. Free Popsicles!

Thurgood Marshall Elementary School

2016 Summer Fun & Fall Preview
Library is Open, with Books & Treats
The Thurgood Marshall Library is open 4-7 pm every Tuesday during the summer, from June 28 to
Aug. 30. Returning and new students may check out and return books, and get a free Popsicle!

Meet up at Tuesday Play Dates
Bring your kids to play with old and new friends at informal Tuesday summer play dates on the
Thurgood Marshall playground, hosted by Bullpup Parents and the PTA. Current and incoming students
(plus siblings and other family members) are welcome! Library open for books and treats. (See above.)
Grades K-2 Play Dates
July 5 – 4-5 pm
July 26 – 5-6 pm
Aug. 15 – 6-7 pm

Grades 3-5 Play Dates
July 12 – 4-5 pm
Aug. 2 – 5-6 pm
Aug. 30 – 6-7 pm

Key Events for Summer & Fall
Tues., June 28, 4-7 pm
Mon.-Fri., Aug. 22-26 (9-noon)
Tues., Sept. 6 (2:30-4 pm)
Wed., Sept. 7
Wed., Sept. 7, (9:40 am)
Mon., Sept. 12
Tues., Sept. 13 (5:30-7 pm)
Wed., Sept. 14 (5:30-7 pm)
Thurs., Sept. 15 (6:30-8 pm)
Fri., Sept. 16 (8:15-9:15 am)
Tues., Sept. 20 (5:30-7 pm)
Wed., Sept. 21 (5:30-7 pm)
Wed.-Fri., Sept. 21-23
Tues., Sept. 27 (5:30-7 pm)
Tues., Oct. 18 (6:30-8 pm)

Library open (and every Tues.)
Kindergarten Jump Start
Ice Cream Social
First Day of School, Grades 1-5
First Day Tea
First Day for Kindergarten
5th-Grade Potluck
4th-Grade Potluck
Curriculum Night
Coffee and Tour for New Families
3rd-Grade Potluck
2nd-Grade Potluck
5th-Grade Trip to Camp Orkila
K/1st-Grade Potluck
First PTA General Meeting

Want the SPS calendar? See http://bit.ly/SPS201617cal

Mr. Bullpup’s
Big Plans
v When shopping,
will use the
tmlink.org link to
Amazon.com, to
raise funds for TM
PTA programs!
v Will subscribe to TM calendar on
www.tmlink.org, so it will be
impossible to forget any important
events. (Calendar will flow into your
smartphone or computer calendar.)
v As a PTA member, will enjoy
discounts for Wild Waves,
Silverwood, Great Wolf Lodge,
Barnes & Noble, FedEx Office, and
many more. Limits apply. See
http://bit.ly/PTAdiscounts

Keep in Touch with Us!
Over the summer, you can get news and updates about Thurgood Marshall in three ways:

1.
2.
3.

On our website: www.tmlink.org
On Facebook:
Bullpup Parents page: www.facebook.com/groups/TMBullpupParents
Thurgood Marshall’s Facebook page: www.bit.ly/TMESonFB
For questions or to help an incoming TM family get signed up for e-blasts: pta@tmlink.org

